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Officers and Contact Information: 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: position not filled 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

Website: 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

Regular scheduled meetings have now finished for this season.   

EVENTS 2017 

Winter Meeting: Honey from bucket to jar - 20th January Information page 4 

West Sussex Annual Convention   - 25th February Information page 7 

WG Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day   - 11th March   

WG AGM       - 14th March   

West Sussex Bee Market & Auction  - 22nd April   

 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

. 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 secretary@wgbka.org.uk 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

www.wgbka.org.uk 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please monitor your email for apiary meeting updates. 

Membership fees for 2017 are now due! 

Subscriptions must be paid by 31st December 2016.  Details on page 2. 

 

 
WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

DECEMBER 2016 

See the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for events organised by other local divisions. 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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Membership subscriptions are now due, payable by either cheque or bank transfer.   

 

Irrespective of payment method, the completed form must be returned either by post or 

email and subscription paid by 31st December 2016. 

 

Please complete one form for each BBKA member.  

 

If making payment by bank transfer/internet banking, please include the reference details as per 

the membership form, i.e. ‘Member - A Bloggs’. 

 

Please complete all sections of the membership form, including the total sum due; and ensure the 

payment sent is for the correct amount. 

 

The membership form is attached as a separate document within the distribution email and is in 

both MSWord and PDF formats. 

 

Membership Renewal 2017 

An important part of our regular Varroa control measures is treatment with oxalic acid in winter.  

This is normally carried out at the end of December when we hope that there will be no sealed 

brood.  Oxalic acid acts only on the mites that are on adult bees so we need to treat at this time for 

effective control. 

 

It is only legal to use the approved product, Api-Bioxal. 

 

I have, as last year, obtained a supply of the smallest pack at a very good price, for supply to mem-

bers.  The pack makes 500ml of solution, and treatment is 5ml trickled per seam of bees. Thus the 

pack will treat a minimum of 10 large colonies, and is likely to be enough to treat up to 14 average 

hives.  Unfortunately there is no smaller pack.  For economy, small groups of members with only a 

few hives might like to get together and coordinate treatment (the solution must be applied within 

24 hours of mixing to comply with the instructions on the pack). 

Cost per pack (35g sachet) is £8.00 collected from me in Petworth. 

I can mail it to you at a total cost of £9.00 to include P&P. 

I will need payment in advance or on collection, which can be by BACS transfer to the WGBKA 

bank account. 

To order, please email me as soon as possible at stone.house@btinternet.com 

Tom 
 

Varroa And Oxalic Acid 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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The National Beehive Count 
A Request from the Animal & Plant Health Agency to update 

your records on BeeBase. 

We are writing to ask for your help in updating your records of the number of overwintering bee-

hives within your apiaries on BeeBase, the National Bee Unit’s database.  We would like you to 

record the total number of overwintering hives as of 1st November 2016. 

 

As a result of feedback from last year’s census, we have adapted BeeBase to simplify the data en-

try process.  To complete this year’s hive count please click the link below which will take you to 

BeeBase.  Once logged in, please answer the hive count questions displayed and then click the 

‘Submit response’ button.  It is as simple as that!  

 

Please update your records by 31stDecember 2016. 

 

Please click this link to update your Hive Count. 

 

The National Beehive Count is aimed at improving our understanding of our honey bee popula-

tion and how this is changing over time.  This fits in with the aims of pollinator and bee health 

strategies across the UK. 

 

More details of this project, its importance and why we need your help can be found on Beebase. 

 

Thank you very much in advance for your assistance. 

 

National Bee Unit 

November 2016 

Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) 

 

To register on BeeBase, go to: www.nationalbeeunit.com  

 

The discovery of the Asian hornet in Gloucestershire during September 2016 demonstrated the 

need for accurate and up to date figures for the number of beekeepers and hives across the UK.  

Please take a few minutes to update your records, especially if you have apiaries which are not 

registered on Beebase. 

Looking For A New Apiary Site? 

A resident of Cocking, near Midhurst, has a two acre flower meadow and large garden.  The gen-

tleman and his wife are very keen for someone to put hives in the grounds and would like to hear 

from an interested beekeeper. 

 

The site is reported to have excellent access, as the drive has a large turning circle in the meadow.  

The neighbouring land is mainly grassland with little arable. 

 

If you are interested in this potential apiary site please contact the newsletter editor in the first in-

stance.  

Tel: 01798 343883  

caroline.drewett@btinternet.com 

http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwlTttqxCAQ_Zr4KI5GUx98aKELhdJfWIxOslKji85u-vm1FA6Hc4GZE9xpfuzJopsDKIaHT_mz7h_RGbMAWJacFGAApIJllmC4NFpq_mJGxrUW7_PlzU6z8BkbdfKUavk7wkPlj292c8oKVMrr1YTgLcxBLmERURu5QbQeWcf2xPblD3T3VuP131_BWC1Ydjeie5_U6yQvAx3DoyHfsHkecRu81
http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJwlTtFqAyEQ_JrzUU5XN_HBh5b2oFD6C8HTbSLx9DCm5vNrU1gYZoaZWW87PkxnwSovgNHmYvos549gEQ9CGBatnAUKIUEclBTIJWqp-RGHxrWe39XyaiY1u0S13ZprseS_Eu4Lv1_ZxUpPGgyQQgPehaMbAAEFrt6BImI3qj9Uv9xGdq8lnP75SaDRM0v20to-wcskl3G9d56fGy6tRPcc2xjah
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Winter Meeting 

You have extracted your honey and have it in a bucket.  You have bought jars.  Now what?  It is a 

valuable product.  It is a food product.  It needs careful handling. 

 

In this ‘workshop’ session Tom Moore will take you through, and demonstrate, all the steps you 

need to understand in order to produce both clear and set honey in good condition for sale or to 

give to friends and family.  The emphasis will be on simple methods and controls we can all use to 

keep the honey in the best possible condition right through to the point of sale, and beyond. 

 

Topics covered will include: 

Storage conditions 

Warming – temperatures and controls 

Filtering 

Bottling 

Hygiene 

Labelling 

Record-keeping 

 

This is a practical subject that will be covered in detail and should be of value to beginners and 

established beekeepers. 

 

See venue details below. 

Honey – from bucket to jar 

Saturday 28th January 2017 

 

2.00pm  -  5.00pm 

 

Hampers Green Centre, Petworth  
 

 

All members welcome 
 

 

The centre is situated on the northern edge of Petworth, north of the A283 / A272 mini round-

about junction; just off a small lane near the Stone Masons public house.   

 

There is a spacious car park adjacent to the hall.  The hall is centrally heated. 

 

See article above for full details of topics to be covered. 
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Last month I briefly mentioned my disappointment with the performance 

of some overseas speakers I had heard at the National Honey Show.  I have 

recently attended a weekend conference where I met several others who, 

without prompting from me, had exactly the same complaints.  The inter-

esting thing was that most of those in the discussion were good sound 

knowledgeable beekeepers, not moaners.   

 

The general view seems to be that "keynote speakers" are needed to draw 

the crowds, but I'm not so sure this is the case, especially in view of what 

some of them cost.  I believe that many beekeepers look at the titles in the 

programme or online and decide which presentations to go to based on their relevance to their own 

beekeeping. 

 

One of the speakers at the conference I mention above was Peter Tomkins, who was the apiarist at 

Rothamstead Experimental Station for many years; being there when queen substance was discov-

ered in the 1950s.  Peter spoke about his 70 year involvement with bees, including his time at 

Rothamstead and came up with some rather amusing stories.  I have known him a long time and 

whenever we meet there is usually a bit of banter.  He mentioned the different methods of frame 

spacing they used, including castellated spacers in supers and rather mischievously told the audi-

ence that "some people even use them in their brood boxes", to which there was a huge amount of 

laughter.  There were many there who knew me and that I have used them for a long time.  When 

the laughter died down Peter said something like "I only said it because I know Roger is in the au-

dience!"  Afterwards I was approached by someone I had seen before at various events, but didn't 

know and to the best of my knowledge have never spoken to.  In a rather confrontational manner 

he said something like "So you are the guy encouraging the use of castellated spacers in brood 

boxes", to which I said I had used them for many years and asked what the problem was.  His re-

sponse was "everyone knows you shouldn't use them in brood boxes; in fact I read your book and 

when I got to that bit, I put it down and haven't opened it since!" When I asked if he had ever used 

them he said "No!”.  Interestingly I recently visited a Worthing BKA meeting where Tom Moore 

spoke about "Hints and Tips".  Right at the end, Tom produced castellated spacers and advised 

their use in brood boxes, to which I noticed a bit of reaction from the audience.  Tom also re-

counted the story that I witnessed at the West Sussex Convention a few years ago, where a well 

known speaker said something like ".........you should never, never, never use castellated spacers in 

brood boxes".  There is unfortunately a lot of intolerance in beekeeping, very often caused by lack 

of experience or knowledge. 

 

I often write PiP throughout the month, or at least make notes, otherwise I may forget something.  

Occasionally Nell has to help me out and she has been known to write something herself.  The 

above has been written for a week or so, but I have just been asked to become the Lecture Conve-

nor of the National Honey Show; I had better get it right, otherwise I will be criticised!  

 

I went to London to the NHS meeting by train, leaving my car at Christ's Hospital station.  On the 

way back I fell asleep, the last station I can remember stopping at was Clapham Junction.  I woke 

up at Billingshurst, the next station past Christ's Hospital!  I slept through a lot of stops, including 

uncoupling at Horsham to make two smaller trains.  I must have been asleeeeeeeeep for the best 

part of an hour!  Unfortunately no Nell to wake me up. 

 

Nell and friend 

Patterson In Print 
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When you visit the apiary next you may see a few slight changes.  Some lower branches of trees  

have been removed, there should be the hedge trimmed at the bottom and some of the surrounding 

vegetation trimmed.  This will allow more light into the apiary, so we can see much better, which 

has become a problem mid-afternoon on some occasions.  I am grateful to the farm manager for 

allowing us to do this.  He is brilliant to work with and if I explain what I am trying to do he is 

very helpful.  

 

There have been a number of hive stands made from wood that was donated by Steve Boyce some 

time ago.  These will raise the hives enough to make it much easier to handle them, so hopefully 

fewer aching backs.  We could do with wood to make some more.  If you have a source of 3 x 2, 4 

x 2, or 4 x 1½ (as these are) in reasonable quantities, then please let me know.  This could be off-

cuts of about 18" long or more from a builder, carpenter, or wooden building manufacturer, pref-

erably without nails.  Jim Heath has made the stands and has started treating the hive parts with 

preservative.  Freshly machined wood doesn't absorb preservative like weathered wood, so it is 

only the older ones that will be done. 

 

The paving slabs will be lifted up and levelled to make feeding easier.  When they were placed 

they were all level, but ground movement has occurred since.  This makes little difference to the 

bees, but the syrup in feeders goes to one end of our rapid feeders. 

 

A few of the hives are being gradually moved to different positions.  The moving of hives in the 

winter is different than when the weather is warmer when bees are flying every day.  You can eas-

ily go a week without flying in the winter, so if you move a hive 3 feet a day, as often advised, it 

could be 20-30 feet away when the bees start flying again; so if you want to move them a short 

distance in an apiary, then move them about 3-4 feet, then leave it a week or two, before moving 

them again. 

 

It was sad for me to see the supper cancelled.  This was started over 40 years ago as a beekeepers 

equivalent of a harvest supper.  The very first one was held in Wisborough Green Village Hall, 

with 94 attendees, including Jim Wadey, then editor of BeeCraft and Arthur Curnuck, who was the 

County Beekeeping Instructor for West Sussex.  I have a photo to prove it.  We only have two cur-

rent members who might have attended that event, Eric Slade and Geoff Lawes - did you, Eric and 

Geoff? 

 

We have had some brilliant suppers since then, with a variety of entertainment, but sadly numbers 

have dropped off in recent years.  When the plug was pulled, I believe we only had around a dozen 

bookings.  Daisy spoke to me and asked what we should do and it was obvious it was going to be 

unviable, especially as food had to be ordered.  Unfortunately when things like this are stopped it 

is often difficult to resurrect them. 

 

I believe I have only missed one supper, which was in rather amusing circumstances.  It was at the 

time I had a young family and running my own business, which took up a huge amount of time.  I 

received a call on my mobile phone from Ray Noakes, who was then our Chairman. "Where are 

you, we are waiting for you?” said Ray.  "Why are you waiting for me?”.  "It's the supper".  

"Sorry, I forgot, you will have to carry on without me, I'm in Tesco's doing the shopping"! 

 

 

 

Roger 



Page 7 

7  

WSBKA Annual Convention 

25th February 2017 
 

 

The Lodge Hill Centre near Pulborough will again be the venue for our Annual Convention, to be 

held in February.  Details are now finalised and, as always, we have an impressive blend of lec-

tures and seminars to look forward to.  Please book the date in your diary NOW!  

 

The main speakers are Prof Steve Martin, Prof Dave Goulson and Dr Michael Keith-Lucas. 

 

Steve Martin is currently at the University of Salford where he leads a dedicated research team 

focussed on understanding Varroa and the link to Deformed Wing Virus.  He has written many 

publications on his research subjects and is involved with the current BDI project.  His main talk 

is entitled ‘An update on the DWV Story’, when he will be sharing progress so far.  He will also 

be running a seminar entitled ‘Chemical Communication in the Beehive’. 

 

Dave Goulson has published many scientific articles on the ecology and conservation of bumble-

bees and other insects; is the author of ‘Bumblebees; Their Behaviour, Ecology and Conserva-

tion’ and of the Sunday Times bestseller ‘A Sting in the Tale’, a popular science book about bum-

ble bees.  This was followed by ‘A Buzz in the Meadow’ in 2014.  He founded the Bumblebee 

Conservation Trust in 2006, a charity which has grown to 9000 members. 

 

Dave’s talk will be on ‘Bees, Pesticides & Politics’ with a focus on neonicotinoids; and he will 

also be running a seminar entitled ‘Saving Our Bumblebees’. 

 

Michael Keith-Lucas is an expert plant scientist, with an extensive knowledge of the pollination 

of plants.  His extensive research with pollen has included pollen in vegetation history; pollen in 

archaeology; pollen and allergies; and pollen in forensic science.  In his talk he will be sharing 

with us its fascinating use in criminal investigations; and will give examples of how it has been 

used in solving crimes and hunting down criminals. 

 

There will be other seminars to choose from: 

 

 ‘Swarm control’ by Daisy Day. 

 ‘Trading Standards, Honey and Hive Products’ by Jo Walden, Trading Standards Officer. 

 ‘Successful Comb Change’ by Tom Moore. 

 ‘Remote Hive Monitoring’ by arnia  (http://www.arnia.co.uk/). 

 

Refreshments and a simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to meet 

up with fellow beekeepers from around the county and beyond.  Paynes will bring a range of bee 

equipment and books to sell, so there will be plenty of opportunity to spend your money! 

 

Further details will soon be available on the WSBKA website and will be sent out in next month’s 

newsletter, together with the Booking Form. 

 

http://www.arnia.co.uk/
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One of our members is celebrating 70 years as a beekeeper this year and the BBKA will be ac-

knowledging this milestone at the Annual Delegates’ Meeting in January.   

 

Eric Slade was introduced to beekeeping in 1946 by his father, who was a member of Reigate 

Beekeepers’ Association; and his father had been a beekeeper before him in the Horsham area.  

Eric is delighted that his daughter has taken up beekeeping in East Sussex, making her the fourth 

generation of the family to do so. 

 

Eric started with two hives and became a member of Wisborough Green Beekeepers’ Association; 

and says he was fortunate to have George Wakeford as his mentor and advisor.  George was Presi-

dent at the time and ran the teaching apiary at Dounhurst Farm.  With George’s help and encour-

agement his number of hives increased to thirteen.  Eric is now 81 years young and has reduced 

the number of hives to six, but has helped many others to take up the hobby of beekeeping. 

 

In recent years he has been awarded the Lady Denman Trophy at the National Honey Show, of 

which he is very proud. (See the announcement on page 10 of this edition.) 

 

Eric says beekeeping has given him many years of pleasure and at times been the cause of many 

humorous stories that he is always willing to relate. 

 

I’m sure you will join with me in sending Eric our congratulations on receiving this award; and 

best wishes for many more years of happy beekeeping. 

 

Ed. 

BBKA Long Service Awards 2017 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

When I wrote Tales from an out-apiary at the end of November, one hive (‘Buttercup’) was lack-

ing a queen.  There was no brood and despite looking on two separate occasions I had been unable 

to find a queen.  The situation needed resolving, as I could not put the colony into winter without a 

laying queen.  My options were to ‘acquire’ a queen and introduce her to the colony, or unite this 

colony with one of my queen-right colonies.  So what did I do? 

 

Uniting onto another colony would be straightforward, but I wasn’t keen on a second colony in the 

apiary going through the winter as a double brood chamber.  Also, if ‘something’ happened to the 

queen in the process, it would result in a greater loss of bees during the winter.  I decided I would 

introduce a queen from elsewhere, but who had a spare queen in November? 

 

It was at this time that Tom and Gordon were asked to remove some bees from a building at Cow-

dray Park Golf Club, to enable renovation works to be undertaken.  These bees were now residing 

in a poly nuc in their garden in Petworth.  It was a small colony with six frames in total; two 

frames had wild comb tied in.  Would they survive the winter, was the queen any good?  The bees 

Tales From An Out-Apiary 
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are dark in colour and had behaved well while being extracted from their previous home.  It was 

agreed I could have the bees if I would like them and it resolved my situation. 

 

I collected the poly nuc of bees on Saturday 12th November, in the pouring rain; and placed it next 

to the hive in my apiary.  My intention was to unite the bees using the newspaper method; transfer-

ring the bees from the nuc box into a spare brood chamber placed above the queenless colony.  

This method has worked well for me in the past.  I studied the Met Office website; Tuesday 15th 

November looked promising with a forecast of 14oc and a light 8mph west south westerly wind; 

the Wednesday was going to be cooler but remaining mild; then the temperature was forecast to 

drop.  Tuesday would be my last opportunity to unite the bees. 

 

I managed to get away from work in time and arrived at the apiary mid-afternoon on the Tuesday.  

A quick look at the bees in the nuc box; there was a very small patch of healthy sealed brood and a 

couple of open cells with healthy larvae.  The queen is nice looking and dark in colour.  The bees 

in ‘Buttercup’ were occupying the frames to one side of the brood chamber; I placed the frames 

from the nuc in the same position, using a dummy board to block off the rest of the empty brood 

box.  Hopefully the bees will chew through the newspaper before the weather deteriorates and the 

temperature drops.  There was a feeder on the hive with a little syrup in it; I left this in position for 

the ‘Cowdray bees’ to supplement their stores.   

 

I would now need to monitor the weather and wait for the conditions to be suitable for opening the 

hive.  Hopefully the uniting will be successful. 

 

Today is the last day of November.  The weather during the past two weeks has been a mixture of 

rain, wind and cold.  Once again, I have been monitoring the Met Office website and decided at 

the weekend that today would be the most suitable day for checking the bees; cold but no wind and 

sunshine, reducing the chill factor.  Even so, I will need to be quick as the hive should not be open 

too long. 

 

The feeder is empty.  I lift the crown board.  I can see the bees have chewed a small hole in the 

newspaper and are clustered in both the top and bottom brood chambers; directly above each other.  

I replace the crown board and lift the top brood chamber to gain access to the bottom chamber.  

There are stores, but they are spread across all the frames; there are no frames that can easily be 

removed without the colony losing valuable food.  I need to get all the bees into the bottom brood 

box.  The bees in the top chamber are occupying four of the frames.  I remove four of the outer 

frames from the bottom box, and make space to place the four frames from the top box next to the 

occupied frames in the bottom box.  I replace the crown board, with the rear feed hole open; with 

the spare brood box above.  The remaining frames and dummy board are added to the empty brood 

chamber, and closed with a second crown board.  The colony should have sufficient stores for the 

time being in the main brood chamber, with access to the stores above when they break cluster. 

 

I hope the colony survives; it will be interesting to see how the queen progresses.  She brings a dif-

ferent genetic line to the apiary; from what I have seen so far it will be a good addition.   

 

The forecast for this time next week is set to be milder, which should give the bees the opportunity 

to redistribute stores in readiness for the next cold snap.  Fingers crossed! 

 
 
Caroline 
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the January edition no later than the 23rd December.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

Our annual Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day will take place at Pulborough Village Hall on Satur-

day 11th March 2017.   

 

The one day course is designed to provide information to beginners as well as those wishing to 

improve their beekeeping.  The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green bee-

keepers with other members available during break times to provide advice and information. 

 

Included in the ticket price are teas and coffees, a buffet lunch, and the all important information 

booklet.  Many of us still refer to our copies of the booklet even though it is several years since we 

attended the Beginners’ Day as potential beekeepers. 

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA website 

www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html 

 

This one day event will make an excellent Christmas present for family and friends interested in 

beekeeping.  Why not treat them to a unique present (it will make a change from jumpers and 

socks!) 

 

Contact Gordon if you would like an email voucher to give as a present. 

 

Gordon Allan 01798 343470, email petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book.  

Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day 

 

National Honey Show Congratulations 

 

Congratulations to the following WG member for his success in the Sussex Classes at this year’s 

National Honey Show. 

 

Eric Slade won the Lady Denman Cup for the second year running.  The cup is awarded for the 

most points gained in the Sussex Classes.  Eric won with the following results: 

 

Third Prize in Class 161: Two Jars Light Honey. 

Second prize in Class 162: Two Jars Medium Honey. 

Second Prize in Class 163: Two Jars Dark Honey. 

Highly Commended in Class 167: One comb suitable for extracting. 
E Slade 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com

